
 
 

Conservation Education Programme 2017/18 

 

Summary 

 
2018 has been a busy year (with many thrills and spills) for the conservation 

education team. In February, we were able to have a really productive month, 

targeting the 18 government primary schools and the communities surrounding. In 

March Titus focused on preparing the schools taking part in the debate. We also sent 

him and our radio operator to a conservation education convention in Kilifi. After this, 

he played an important role at a big conservation meeting that was held with 

conservation bodies working in the Ndoto mountains. Since March, he and Moses 

had been finishing with the schools preparing for the debate. The debate was really 

fantastic - it was held in Latakwen and caused quite a stir around town.  Everyone 

did a good job considering the limited materials and simple venue. Because the end 

of the programme was enjoyed by all, It was decided that all of the teams should go 

on a trip to lake Turkana – none of these kids had ever seen a lake and so was quite 

the spectacle!!! 

 

We want the programme to continue as it one of the few conservation education 

programmes in Northern Kenya! It has shown tremendous potential and has started 

a mindset shift among the school kids and communities! The budget from the 

Nobelity project has since come to an end, and so moving forward we are trying to 

secure funding for the next stage. Any funds contributed towards this programme 

will make an enormous difference to the status of conservation awareness across 

the region. 

 

 
It is imperative to educate the younger generation to live alongside wildlife in this 

land where animals and people co-exist without a choice. 



Months leading up to the debate: 

 
Titus spent around 7 months going around on his motorbike, visiting one community 

at a time. Each month he allocated one species to teach at all of the schools. The 

students learned biological facts about the species, but more importantly he taught 

the importance of the species within the ecosystem and what specific asset that 

species is to the community. They also learned about the long-term impacts that 

these species have on our planet. He placed heavy emphasis on the cultural 

importance of these species, which is rapidly being forgotten. 
 
 

 
 

Alongside the schools, he has also done a fantastic job at community level. This 

includes supporting our family planning and veterinary teams and explaining to 

people why these too are important aspects of conservation. 

 
Among the competing schools, he selected five of the best candidates. Each school 

then chose 9 children and a teacher to represent them. 
 
 

 

Working hard at the Milgis ‘eco school’ 



Elephant Queen Outreach Workshop – Kilifi 
 

 

Titus and Lemasayio went to the coast to attend a 
workshop held at Kivukoni eco-school in March. The 
purpose of the workshop was to identify ways in which 
the film and all associated resources could best enhance 
and compliment the educational work that conservation 
organizations are doing. The Milgis trust was able to 
contribute the resources and delivery methods being 
used, the focal age-groups that we focus on, the key 
issues that we cover (both conservation and other). As 
well as the major challenges to engagement by the 
communities and the tangible benefits that are already 
visible. 

We had great feedback about Titus , apparently he and 
Lemasayio did a fantastic job and brought some 
innovative ideas to the table. He also kept everybody 
laughing throughout the workshop! 

 

 
Emergency Conservation Meeting – Eastern Ndoto’s 

 

After returning from the coast, Titus joined us for a large ‘emergency’ meeting held in 

the Eastern Ndoto’s. The purpose of the meeting was to establish a more 

harmonious relationship between the different conservation bodies working in the 

region. With particular emphasis being placed on community engagement and 

education in the collaring of wildlife. 

Titus was able to teach a lot to the ‘KWS’, Samburu county and ‘Save the Elephants’ 

teams. This was great because we provided an educational support plan to 

contribute to the current collaring programme – helping 
 

 

Save the Elephants addressing Milgis scouts 
Ideas and excitement!!

 



The Debate 

 
The debate that took place in July was a truly magical occasion! The simple but 

spacious classrooms at Latakwen primary school provided a great venue for 

everybody to congregate. All five schools provided good arguments for the species 

that they were supporting. Furthermore they were all able to use a diversity of 

drama, music and arts to convey their messages to the judges and audience. 

 
Some of the students were debating to support rhino conservation among the 

communities – the Matthews and Ndoto’s used to be some of the best rhino country 

in East Africa! It is a dream of the Milgis to one day re-introduce rhino into this area. 

The only way for this to happen would be for a community to take responsibility of 

looking after these sought after creatures! 

 
Another school built a case to support the case of the African buffalo – there are 

thriving populations of buffalo, which live in the mountainous cloud forests in both 

Mathews range and Ndoto’s. These are now threatened by fires and de-forestation 

and need every bit of help they can get from the communities 

 
One of the schools supported donkeys, which roam nearly wild in these regions. 

They are imperative to the survival of many nomadic tribes and deserve more credit 

than they are given! A great drama entailed which was in support of these 

underrated creatures. 

 
Another school argued the case of elephants which are playing perhaps one of the 

most important roles of all species in the Milgis. Elephants have opened up paths 

through the thick undergrowth of the mountains meaning that livestock herders no 

longer have to burn paths for their stock. This has reduced the number of fires by 

tenfold. Additionally the students did a really nice song highlighting the role of 

elephants in eco-tourism! 

 
The winning school was supporting the lions!! Lions have been one of the most 

persecuted predators in the region – simply because they are effective at killing cows 

and camels. This has created a difficult environment for them to thrive and it is 

imperative that communities learn about the potential benefits of this species. 
 

Titus keeping everyone’s attention Jokes all round 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Judges giving feedback to the masses 

 
The venue so packed that people were 

queuing at the door 

 

  
 

Keen to impress the Judges!!!!!! Traditional song and dance 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting into the rhythm of things Girls keeping the energy levels high! 



Trip to Lake Turkana 

 

Originally we had decided that only the winning team would go on a trip and that the 

trip would be to go and see their relevant ‘debate animal’. However we thought that 

everybody did such a good job that they all deserved to go on a trip! Turkana was 

the chosen destination because further south there had been some unrest so for 

once Turkana was the safest place to take them all! 

 
Most of the children had never seen a lake, and even fewer had been swimming! 

And so the first part of their trip was exploring the cool waters of the ‘jade sea’. They 

really had a fantastic time swimming (avoiding the crocodiles), and playing on the 

lake shore! 

 
There is also a fantastic museum that focuses on archiving the cultures of north 

Kenyan tribes. The children loved learning about their neighbors who they have 

never really learned much about. Mainly because there is usually a lot of tribal 

conflict between the northern peoples! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First time in a boat! Ever!!! First time swimming in a lake Looking over the Turkana basin. 
 
 
 

Students enjoying the museum gallery Traditional Milk gourds in the museum 



 

Girls form the Dassanach tribe Basket to stop baby camels suckling their mother 
 

 

 

Traditional homestead next to the lake Tour guide explaining the history of the lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Outside the museum 

 
Beautiful natural walls made from doum palm 


